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President Carlos Saul Menem won a major political victory on Aug. 1 with the passage of
a constitutional amendment allowing him to run for a consecutive second term in the 1995
presidential elections. Nevertheless, the victory is somewhat offset by Menem's slide in popularity
in recent months, largely because of his economic policies. In addition, other election contenders are
appearing on the horizon, foreshadowing a tough electoral battle for Menem when the campaign
opens. The Constituent Assembly, which was convened in the city of Santa Fe May 25 to reform the
1853 Constitution, approved the reelection measure as part of a package of amendments agreed
upon last December by Menem and opposition leader and former president Raul Alfonsin of the
Union Civica Radical (UCR, Partido Radical).
Although the battle to allow reelection was lengthy, Menem's main concession was an agreement
to require a runoff election in the event that no candidate wins 45% of the votes on the first ballot.
The package passed by the Constituent Assembly also reduces the presidential term from 6 to
4 years, removes the requirement that the president be Catholic, provides for direct election of
president and vice president, and creates the post of cabinet chief of staff, who will be appointed
by the president. Senate terms are reduced from 9 to 6 years, and the mayor of the federal district
will be elected rather than appointed by the president. Supreme Court justices will now have to be
approved by a two-thirds majority of the Senate, rather than be presidential appointees.
The vote on the package of amendments was 177 in favor, 27 opposed, and 3 abstentions. However,
97 delegates, including those from the Frente Grande (FG) coalition, plus most of the provincial
parties and the Union Socialista, left before the vote was taken. Menem's only remaining obstacle
to running in 1995 is winning the nomination of the Partido Justicialista (PJ- Peronista). To date,
his only opponent for the nomination is Senator Jose Octavio Bordon, who is given little chance
of upsetting Menem. A more formidable opponent would be Eduardo Duhalde, governor of the
province of Buenos Aires. Duhalde has tried, so far unsuccessfully, to pass an amendment to the
provincial constitution that would allow him to run for reelection as governor. Duhalde ran for
vice president on the ticket with Menem in 1989, but resigned shortly after the election to run for
governor of Buenos Aires.
Political analysts speculate that Duhalde might run again with Menem if he fails in his efforts
to legalize reelection, but they also see him as a possible challenger to Menem for the party
nomination. Menem said on Aug. 1 that presidential elections will take place in May 1995 at
the latest, and he warned of the dire economic consequences if the UCR were to win. However,
dissatisfaction with the effects of the government's neoliberal economic policies, which has caused
serious social disturbances and a general strike in the past several months, is taking its toll on
Menem's popularity (see Chronicle of Latin American Economic Affairs, 08/11/94). Recent surveys
note the decline in Menem's approval rating, although he still holds a comfortable lead over any
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possible rivals. In a survey by Gallup, Argentina, taken between Jul. 23- 27 and published Aug. 3,
29% of those questioned rated the overall performance of the Menem administration as poor or
very poor, 42% said mediocre, and 27% rated it good or very good. A large percentage, 63%, had "no
confidence" that the government could solve the countries problems, and 44% said the government
was taking "the wrong road" with the economic reforms.
Menem's approval rating as president was 39%, while disapproval was 47%. In a Gallup survey in
Oct. 1993, only 13% termed overall government performance poor or very poor, 35% said mediocre,
and 50% said good or very good. At that point, Menem's approval rating was 57%, and disapproval
was 34%. In an Aresco survey released during the first week in August, in which people were asked
which political figure they found most credible, Menem received 11%, topped by Carlos "Chacho"
Alvarez, leader of the Frente Grande, with 24%. Although 36.8% of those responding would vote for
Menem, his advantage over Alvarez was 9 points less than in previous polls.
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